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Draft Policy

The Navigable Waters Protection Program

Repair and Maintenance of Bridges and Culverts

Purpose

The purpose of this procedure is to provide guidance to proponents for determining when maintenance and repair activities to bridges and culverts do not require an application to the Navigable Waters Protection Program for approval under the Navigable Waters Protection Act (NWPA).

Authority

This policy relates to the Minister’s authority under subsections 4(1), 10 (1) and 10 (2) of the NWPA. 
Background

In many cases a maintenance or repair activity on a bridge or a culvert that crosses a navigable waterway does not increase the interference to navigation caused by that structure.

The development of a national procedure addressing those routine activities shall provide greater consistency in the interpretation and application of the Act, and shall provide proponents with a more certain working environment.

Scope

This policy applies to a subset of the maintenance and repair activities on bridges and culverts.

Responsibility

This policy is the responsibility of the Director, Operations and Environmental Programs. The National Manager of the Navigable Waters Protection Program (NWPP) is responsible for the development, maintenance and continuous improvement of this policy. NWPP Regional Managers and their respective NWP Officers are responsible for the supporting and monitoring of this procedure.

Procedure

This policy does not apply to the activities that meet the criteria set out in Annex A.

This policy applies to activities as set out in Annex B.

Related Documents

Navigable Waters Protection Act

Definitions

Navigation Envelope: This is a geometric construct that defines the clearance that is available to vessels passing under the structure. It is parameterized by its height, width and length as well as the depth of the waterway. The following changes reduce the navigational envelope:

1. An decrease in its height,

2. A decrease in water depth,

3. A decrease in its width, and

4. An increase in its length.
Date of Application

These procedures shall apply to everything coming under the scope of the procedure that is published by Marine Safety after mmm, dd, yyyy.

Date for Review

Procedures subject to review twelve (12) months after initial issue, and every 3 years thereafter.

RDIMS Reference

The English version of this document is saved in RDIMS under reference number 5756547.

La version française du présent document est dans le SGDDI et porte le numéro de référence nnnnnnn.
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ANNEX A (activities to which the policy does not apply – an application for approval is required)
Maintenance and repair activities on bridges and culverts that meet any of the criteria listed in this Annex shall not proceed without further review by the Navigable Waters Protection Program.
1. During construction:

i. Activities that reduce the navigational envelope that was previously available to vessels, (Note: the navigational envelope is defined by a length, a width, a height and a water depth. A change to any of those measurements is a change to the navigation envelope.). 
ii. Activities that require the placement of temporary structures within the area between the high-water marks on both banks of the waterway (Note: examples include scaffolding, ropes and cables),  

iii. Activities that affect the safe passage of vessels (Note: this includes activities that require safety measures, such as the placement of traps to catch debris that may fall into the waterway. The NWPP must approve those safety measures. Note as well that it is likely that those safety measures may reduce the navigational envelope.).
2. Changes to the completed structure:

i. A reduction of the original navigational envelope of the structure (Note: the navigational envelope is defined by a length, a width, a height and a water depth. For example, the addition of cantilevered bicycle lanes increases the width of the structure and thus reduces the navigational envelope by increasing its length.).
ii. Replacement of structural elements of the structure (Note: examples include expansion joints, abutments and girders).
ANNEX B (activities to which the policy applies – an application for approval is not required)
Maintenance and repair activities of bridges and culverts (subject to the restrictions listed in Annex A) listed below do not require review by the Navigable Waters Protection Program and the project may proceed.

1. Maintenance and repair of the wearing surface. Examples include but are not limited to the following:

a. Repainting of traffic lines,

b. Pavement repair,

c. Repaving,

d. Replacement of wearing surface.

2. Maintenance and repair of structures on the surface of the bridge or culvert. Examples include but are not limited to the following:

a. Replacement of guard rails,

b. Repair of light standards,

c. Repair of damaged medians.

3. Reconfiguration of the road surface. Examples include but are not limited to the following:

a. Reallocation of road surface to different traffic types (high occupancy vehicles, bicycles, pedestrian walkways, etc.)

NOTE:

Strict adherence to this policy is mandatory. If in doubt, proponents are directed to seek guidance from the Navigable Waters Protection Program, who will advise on the appropriate process to follow.

NOTE:

Proponents should note that other laws or regulations might be applicable to their maintenance and repair activities.
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