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Overview

� Provide background on Transport Canada’s small vessel 
program

� Introduce the Small Vessel Compliance Program (Non-
Pleasure Craft) (SVCP)

� Review the process of the SVCP
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Safety: A Shared Responsibility
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Transport Canada:

� Promote safety in marine transportation 

�Develop an effective regulatory regime

� Establish effective monitoring & enforcement  

(Section 6 of the Canada Shipping Act, 2001) 

Authorized Representative (AR) (Owner):

� Ensure vessel, machinery & equipment meet 

regulatory requirements

� Develop operational & emergency procedures

� Ensure safety training is received

(Section 106 of the Canada Shipping Act, 2001)

SAFETY
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Recent Developments

LEGISLATIVE CHANGES

• 2007: Canada Shipping Act, 2001

• 2010: New Small Vessel Regulations 
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OPERATIONAL 
CHANGES: 

Successful 
regional Blue 

Decal initiatives

Development of an updated, nationally consistent program

Small Vessel Compliance Program (Non-Pleasure Craft) (SVCP)
Launch April 1, 2011

Triggered the need to review and update the 
Small Vessel Monitoring and Inspection Program 

(SVMIP)
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Small Vessel Compliance Program (Non-Pleasure Craft) 
(SVCP)

Objective of the Program:

• To support safety in the small vessel community by increasing 
understanding of and compliance with legal requirements

Strategy of the Program:

• Provide guidance and easy-to-use tools for small vessel 
owners/operators

• Help small vessel owners/operators understand and meet all of their 
obligations under the Canada Shipping Act, 2001

• Monitor the compliance of small vessel operations

Open to vessels that:

• Measure 0-15 GT

• Carry 0-12 passengers

• Are not pleasure craft
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Note: Although the SVCP is not currently 

available for fishing vessels, work has 

begun to develop a similar approach for 

the fishing vessel community
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SVCP Process
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Prepare: Make sure your vessel is registered with 
Transport Canada (required under section 46 of the 
Canada Shipping Act, 2001)

•Step 1: Obtain a Small Vessel Compliance Package from 
Transport Canada (as of April 1, 2011)

• From your local Transport Canada Centre 

(Marine)

• Online at the SVCP website:                             

www.svcp-pcpb.tc.gc.ca

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/oep-vesselreg-smallcomm-menu-542.htm
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• Step 2: Verify that your vessel meets all of the 
applicable requirements under the CSA 2001 by 
completing the Report, following the instructions found 
in the Guidance Notes.

• Step 3: Send your completed Report and supporting 
documents to your local Transport Canada Centre 
(Marine) for review.
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• Step 4: If your Report is properly completed, you will be sent a 
Letter of Confirmation of Participation in the Program and an SVCP 
BLUE DECAL, which should be displayed on board your vessel.
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Serial 
number

6”
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• Step 5: Each year, complete the Annual Compliance 
Report and keep the Reports in your records.

• The Annual Compliance Report is a one-page 
document that will help you maintain the 
compliance of your vessel

NOTE: Your Blue Decal is valid for five (5) years from the 
date of issue (stated on the accompanying Letter of 
Confirmation of Participation) – the year of expiry is 
indicated on the Blue Decal.

• When your Blue Decal expires, the process begins again 
at Step 1.
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Benefits of this Approach

� Clearly communicates regulatory requirements

� Consolidates regulatory requirements in an easy-to-
use tool

� Helps operators maintain continual compliance

� Improves the overall safety of enrolled vessels and 
helps to minimize the likelihood of incidents and 
accidents
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Questions?
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Jeannie Stewart-Smith

Research Analysis Officer

Transport Canada Marine Safety

Ottawa, Ontario

jeannie.stewart-smith@tc.gc.ca

(613) 949-8510


