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The Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) Program develops safety standards and regulations, provides risk-based oversight and gives expert advice on dangerous goods to promote public safety in the transportation of dangerous goods by all modes of transport regulated by Transport Canada. The Program is also responsible for TDG research and data analysis, and international collaboration to ensure a safe and secure transportation of dangerous goods worldwide.


Transport Canada's TDG Program has over 100 inspectors (including engineers and remedial measures specialists), who conduct close to 6,000 planned and reactive inspections every year. Take a look at the TDG newsletter for recent Program updates on some of the most important TDG-related topics.



In the event of an emergency


In the event of an emergency involving dangerous goods, call CANUTEC at 1-888-CAN-UTEC (226-8832), 613-996-6666 or *666 on a cellular phone.
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What's new


	Regulations Amending the Contraventions Regulations (Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, 1992)
	Shipping document
	Regulations Amending the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (Canadian Update)
	Public Notice – 60-day consultation for new editions of CSA B339, CSA B340, CSA B341, and CSA B342
	Transportation of soils contaminated with flammable liquids
	Client Identification Database (CID)
	Regulations Amending the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (Site Registration Requirements)
	Research summary – Intermediate Bulk Container (IBC) Life Extension Research
	Lithium Batteries – Be Aware of What You Buy
	Regulations Amending the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (Miscellaneous Program)
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TDG Act and its regulations


In Canada, the transportation of dangerous goods is strictly regulated under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, 1992. The Act and the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations were designed to promote public safety (people, property and the environment) and security during the transportation of dangerous goods.


On October 25, 2023, Transport Canada published the Regulations Amending the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (Site Registration Requirements) in the Canada Gazette, Part II.
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Emergency response assistance plans (ERAPs)


One of the TDG Program's key responsibilities is the oversight of emergency response assistance plans (ERAPs). Used to assist emergency responders, an ERAP describes what to do in the event of a release or anticipated release of certain higher-risk dangerous goods while they are in transport.


Learn more about ERAPs
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CANUTEC


CANUTEC is the Canadian Transport Emergency Centre operated by the TDG Directorate. Its overall mandate is to promote the safe movement of people and goods throughout Canada. Canadian consignors can register online to use CANUTEC's free, 24-hour emergency telephone number on their dangerous goods shipping documents.


CANUTEC is involved in the production of the Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG), which is the result of an International collaborative effort between Canada, the United States, Mexico and Argentina. This guidebook is for emergency responders who are often the first to arrive at the scene of a transportation incident involving dangerous goods.


Learn more about CANUTEC
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Funding


Following the Lac-Mégantic tragedy in July 2013, Budget 2016 provided temporary funding of $143 million over three years to improve rail safety and transportation of dangerous goods oversight, enforcement, prevention and response capabilities.


In Budget 2019, $264 million was provided over up to four more years to:


	continue reinforcing regulatory and oversight activities that enhance community safety
	improve evidence-based analysis
	promote open government, transparency and community engagement; and
	strengthen collaboration with the United States

These actions have helped reduce risk to Canadian communities and those who live in them.
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Improvements to the TDG Program


Highlights of recent efforts to improve the TDG Program to increase the safety of Canadians and of the environment.


Learn more about the improvements







Fund for railway accidents involving designated goods


This Fund compensates people, businesses, and communities for costs beyond the insurance coverage held and paid out by railways in the event of a severe railway accident involving crude oil.


Learn more
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National Oversight Plan


For more information on TDG's oversight program description and delivery, go to the Open TC Platform.


The key areas of focus for the TDG program in 2018-19 were:


	air transport of lithium batteries
	crude oil trans-loading activities from highway tanks to rail tank cars
	emergency shut off systems
	hubs
	marine transport: recurring non-compliances
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Electronic shipping documents


Find out what we learned from the regulatory sandbox project.


Are you interested in using electronic shipping documents for the transportation of dangerous goods? If so, you can apply for an equivalency certificate. Find out how to apply.
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Frequently requested information


	Safety Awareness Materials and FAQ
	Enhancing the security of the transportation of dangerous goods by rail
	Application for an Equivalency or Temporary Certificate

Dangerous Goods


	Safety Marks
	Containers
	Training
	Consultations
	Permits (Equivalency Certificates)
	Reporting
	Contraventions
	Shipping documents


Lithium batteries


	Lithium Batteries – Be Aware of What You Buy
	Importing and shipping
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Contact us


For regulatory questions, contact the TDG regional office in your region:


Atlantic

1-866-814-1477
TDG-TMDAtlantic@tc.gc.ca


Quebec

1-514-633-3400
TMD-TDG.Quebec@tc.gc.ca


Ontario

1-416-973-1868
TDG-TMDOntario@tc.gc.ca


Prairie & Northern

1-888-463-0521
TDG-TMDPNR@tc.gc.ca


Pacific

1-604-666-2955
TDGPacific-TMDPacifique@tc.gc.ca


Other ways to contact us






 



Services and information


	Emergency Response Task Force
	CANUTEC
	CANUTEC Registration System
	TDG Act
	TDG Regulations
	Protective Directions
	Interim Orders
	Consultations
	Containers
	Equivalency and Temporary Certificates (Permits)





 


	Transportation of Dangerous Goods Research Symposium
	Emergency Response Assistance Plans
	Transport Canada Registered Means of Containment Facilities
	Organizations Providing Dangerous Goods Training
	TDG Safety Awareness Materials and FAQ
	TDG Publications





 


	Distributors of TDG related materials
	Enforcement Actions Summaries
	TDG Security
	Emergency Response Research
	Training
	Contraventions
	TDG Contact Us / Contacts
	Links
	TDG Site Map
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